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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Well into our second decade of being a leading voice to prevent domestic violence, this
report highlights some of what Saving Promise has accomplished with the generous
contributions of our staff, volunteers, donors, partners and community stakeholders. As we
continue our work on preventing this critical public health crisis, we are so grateful for your
continued support.

As you can imagine, the COVID-19 pandemic forced Saving Promise to significantly scale
back on community engagement and public education activities in 2020 and 2021. However,
we have been using this time to revisit our priorities and plans, focusing on where we
believe we can make the most valuable contributions. 

We developed an implementation plan for furthering our efforts on public education and
engagement through scaling our Friends of Promise and Between Us® programs, both of
which you can read about in this report. We welcomed new members to our Board of
Directors and formed new partnerships with others working on related issues such as
mental health, public safety, women and girls empowerment, and health equity. 
 
Most importantly, we deepened our resolve to creating a world where every boy, girl, man,
and woman can live without fear of harm by those they love. This has been a period of
intense grief, but also one of deep gratitude for those who stand with Saving Promise in the
commitment to prevent domestic violence.

If you would like to learn more, share ideas, or get involved, please reach out to us at
info@savingpromise.org. We look forward to hearing from you and working together.

Sincerely,
Ann Davison
Chair, Saving Promise Board of Directors

mailto:info@savingpromise.org


OUR CHALLENGE:
THE SHADOW PANDEMIC



While the public outcry around domestic violence typically swells when there is a high-
profile report or incident, it is otherwise often a silent killer of dreams, potential, and in all-
to-frequent cases, lives.  In the United States alone, more than 80 million men, women, and
children are affected by domestic violence, also known as intimate partner violence (IPV),
each year.  That’s 1 in 3 women, 1 in 4 children, and 1 in 7 men, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  IPV causes devastating physical, mental, and
emotional health problems and is estimated to have a lifetime economic impact of $3.6
trillion due to physical and mental health costs, law enforcement, and loss of productivity.

Today as the world continues to struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic, the United Nations
has referred to domestic violence as a “shadow pandemic.”  While the stigma often
associated with reporting domestic violence has always hampered prevention and
intervention, quarantining at home in close quarters, high levels of job loss and
unemployment, childcare challenges, and financial strains have exacerbated domestic
violence risks.
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OUR STORY

OUR MISSION

After five generations of domestic violence in her family
threatened the life of her granddaughter, a little girl
named Promise, L.Y. Marlow walked away from a 20+
year corporate career to launch Saving Promise, a
national domestic violence prevention organization.
Since its founding in 2007, L.Y. has become a
passionate and widely respected advocate and
influencer on addressing domestic violence as a public
health crisis.  Uniquely positioned in IPV prevention, a
convener with an unparalleled network and the ability to
galvanize and unify stakeholders across diverse sectors
and grassroots communities, L.Y. and Saving Promise
have earned the trust of respected organizations like
Harvard University’s T. H. Chan School of Public Health,
the CDC, and the Unity Fund for Sustained Change.

Saving Promise brings together people from all walks of life to prevent domestic violence
and create a safer world for generations to come. We build bridges between compassionate
and concerned leaders in the public, private, nonprofit, and academic sectors; we support
communities on their paths to creating safer environments; and we empower individuals to
make a difference in the lives of many people, or even one. 
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OUR
ACHIEVEMENTS



Convened a 2015 summit with Janssen Pharmaceutical (a division of
Johnson & Johnson) to explore research in the field of domestic
violence. Subject matter experts from academia, government, business
and NGOs shared ideas, gaps, and promising new developments in the
field that led to the development of a partnership between Saving
Promise and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health to launch a
first-of-its-kind overarching research and development lab that studies
multiple facets of IPV and identifies best practices that can scale.

Partnered with, participated in, and/or facilitated numerous initiatives to
help elevate national awareness about IPV including a cohort of public
health leaders and visionaries that compiled recommendations on
curtailing the spread of serious public health issues and diseases;
conferences exploring using the arts and other innovative best practices
to raise awareness and mobilize communities to prevent domestic
violence; and and roundtables to mobilize the public and private sectors
to prevent intimate partner violence in collaboration with Harvard T. H.
Chan School of Public Health.

Consulted with the CDC to provide recommendations for a teen dating
violence-prevention program to teach adolescents healthy relationship
skills before they start dating; reduce behaviors that increase risks for
dating violence; and promote respectful relationships and behaviors.   

Researched, compiled, and disseminated “Workplace Interventions for
Intimate Partner Violence: A Systemic Review” in 2019 with the CDC and
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health . The paper was accepted
and published in the New England Journal of Medicine  and findings will
be leveraged to inform future workplace programs.

Partnered with the Alliance for Safe States in 2020 to present “When
Home Isn’t Safe – The Impact of COVID-19 on IPV”— a real-time look
into the magnitude and impact that COVID-19 has had on domestic
violence and protective factors. The outcome of this talk informed the
urgency of a more comprehensive public health approach to IPV.

With the help of hundreds of volunteers over the years, we have worked tirelessly to elevate a prevention
agenda based on public health principles and best practices. Highlights of our recent work include: 

Saving Promise is a thought leader in calling for greater support for research on the impact of domestic
violence and effective, evidenced-based best practices for prevention. We 

RESEARCH CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS
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PUBLIC EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

Developed and delivered educational and training programs for community advocates,
service providers, healthcare professionals, workplaces, public and private schools and
universities and social services on understanding intimate partner violence and prevention.

Launched a national public awareness tour in ten of the largest cities that raised awareness
to educate and engage the grassroots communities in a prevention call to action.

Hosted Capitol Hill briefings for policy makers moderated by USA Today and featuring
public health experts from the CDC and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health to
keep the importance of domestic violence prevention on the agenda as Congress
considered reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act. 

Testified before the Massachusetts Joint Committee on Public Health, delivered a TEDx
talk, and countless keynote addresses to varying audiences at conferences and summits.

The Washington Post, USA Today, the Huffington Post, and many network and cable
television programs have interviewed L.Y. Marlow and other Saving Promise advocates. For
examples of these high-profile media stories, please see savingpromise.org/media 

While many organizations provide critical services for individuals who fall victim to domestic
violence, Saving Promise’s mission is to raise awareness that domestic violence is a public health
epidemic that touches every community and that we all have a role to play in preventing it. We are
particularly focused on delivering this message to policy makers, public and private sectors,  faith
leaders, and local community groups, including youth and young adults where the incidence of
domestic violence is greatest.  Here are examples of the places and ways we’ve delivered on that
goal in the past five years:
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PREVENTION PROGRAMS

Between Us®

Saving Promise advocates for preventing domestic violence by engaging, educating, and
empowering communities and organizations to take action through the following initiatives.  

Leading with a primary message “What better way to talk
about it than with someone you can trust? After all… it’s just
between us!” – Between Us® is a comprehensive and
integrated public health initiative to promote safe and healthy
relationships through greater awareness, education, and
training. Core to Between Us® are three essential elements to
communicate the importance of preventing domestic
violence; educating and training communities and facilitating
community collaborations in support of providing
communities with the tools they want and need to help
prevent domestic violence.

By establishing community-based partnerships with employers, healthcare institutions,
public and private schools, youth organizations, social services and faith-based
organizations, Saving Promise is able to develop customized e-learning, in-person, and
continuing education training programs in a format tailored to enhance knowledge, and
develop skills necessary to access, intervene, and prevent domestic violence.
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Saving Promise is reimagining the future of domestic violence prevention through the
launch of our Friends of Promise program—a grassroots initiative to build greater public
awareness and engagement. Friends of Promise brings together small groups of people in a
“salon-style” gathering to learn about domestic violence and share how they might further
prevention efforts in their neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and communities.

Friends of Promise leverage existing social structures, relying on groups from peers, friends,
family members, neighbors, co-workers to trusted leaders, organizations and networks that
are important stakeholders rooted in the community to take action. 

FRIENDS OF PROMISE 
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Visit savingpromise.org/friendsofpromise to learn how you can get involved.



MOBILIZING
COMMUNITIES
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While education is critical to changing the conversation about domestic violence, galvanizing the public to
join in the prevention movement and driving action is also fundamental to our mission.  From a national
tour called “Gotta Talk About It” that Saving Promise hosted in some of the largest U.S. cities to  dining
room table salons to delivering workshops at  high schools and universities to educate faculty and
students about domestic violence prevention, regular meetings with leaders of civic and panhellenic
organizations to live and virtual forums, panel discussions, brainstorms, conferences, and symposia to
raise awareness and mobilize communities at the grassroots level is core to Saving Promise’s mission
and ultimate DNA. We use the power of storytelling to demonstrate the ability that every individual has to
drive change, one step at a time. Change that’s capable of motivating new behaviors, shifting social
norms, and refocusing systems and policies to promote prevention. 

MOBILIZING COMMUNITIES



A VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Saving Promise continues to be a strong
advocate for a positive, public health approach
to domestic violence prevention. But we also
recognize that continued high rates of
domestic violence, particularly stemming from
the COVID-19 pandemic, are a roadblock to
building resilience to numerous health crisis.
While our vision has always been bold, we’re
setting an even more aspirational goal for
ourselves. We will not only continue to build
bridges and reframe cultural norms with a
focus on prevention, we will also link arms with
those committed to addressing health equity in
relationships, families, and communities.  

We look forward to working with like-minded groups and passionate individuals in our
journey to creating a world where every boy and girl, man and woman can not only survive
but thrive. 
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OUR LEADERSHIP AND
FINANCIALS 



STAFF AND BOARD LEADERSHIP 
Saving Promise is governed by a Board of Directors whose members are actively involved as volunteers
and supporters of the organization. The board provides strategic direction and oversight. 
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Ann Davison (Board Chair)
 

Barbara L. Ciconte

Max Sandusky

Michael Festa (Honorary Board Member)
 

Sherryl DorchKevin Bullock

Danielle Coppola, M.D.

Donna Seeker

Eileen Walker

L.Y. Marlow

Director, Public Sector Division
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Senior Vice President, Consulting
Services, Donor Strategies, Inc.

Chief Operations Officer
Saving Promise

Chief Transformation Officer
Conduent

Senior Director of Marketing
Swish Data

Diversity Council Chair
McEnearney Associates

Therapeutic Area Safety Head for Immunology
Janssen Research & Development, LLC

Owner & Director
Donofio & Associates Property Inspections

Director
TEDMED Foundation

Founder and CEO
Saving Promise

Alyssa Betz
Director of Public Policy
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Saving Promise leverages volunteers, interns, pro bono services and contractors to support
and implement the organization’s operations and programs. While we’ve been able to
operate with limited funding, the following chart represents our financial resources over the
past five years and demonstrates how wisely we have used our limited funding to have the
greatest impact. 

We’ve done so much. But there is still so much more to do! With your support, we can vastly
innovate faster and smarter and expand the scope of our research, prevention, and public
education programs to increase the number of lives we save. Learn more about how you
can become involved by visiting www.SavingPromise.org.
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INSPIRING
HOPE!


